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The women have dancing on Akshaya-tritiya when
women of the villages on either side of a river gather on
its banks, perform different types of dances and sing songs
throwing abuses at each other. In some places they actually
pelt stones and the winning side is hopeful of reaping a
better harvest than the other. Their dancing in marriage
ceremony is also lively. Here also they hurl abuses in songs
at the opposite party. Dhende nachavne was formerly
very common and in the interior it is practised even to this
day, though people are not so enthusiastic as before.
About the dances of other people the attitude of
these people is one of patronising. Gondhal is to be performed
as a religious adjunct to a marriage ceremony. Tamashas are
also very much favoured. The dances performed by dancing
girls known as kolhafins are also enthusiastically attended by
these people.
The Bhils.
The whole of the plain ac the foot of the Sarpuda ranges
is inhabited by the Bhils in large numbers, Shahade and
Taloda being the chief centres. There are also some small
Bhil states and the chiefs are known as Rajas, though they
are seldom better off than a petty zamindar. Intermarriages
and interdining with the Rajas is not uncommon. The Rajas
wear a respectable dress, though their distant relatives are
not easily distinguished from the other Bhils.
As a class they are agriculturists and field-labourers.
They also sell jungle produce such as honey, lac, fuel, etc.
Even then the day-to-day life of a Bhil is very hard. A
person who has saved something is an exception; to be in
debt is the rule. Drinking has become the evil of the worst
type and from what I could gather from my informants, no
less them 75% of the income is spent on liquor. Their scanti-
ness of dress is remarkable. In winter fireplace is their only
protection against cold. Smoking is common, *women and
children being no exception.                                ^
Divall and marriage ceremonies are the occasions for
dancing, and their speciality is that they have a dance even